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ABSTRACT

Nigeria controls a substantial geographical area of Chad Basin sharing it with the neighboring countries of Chad Republic, Cameroon, and Niger Republic of African continent. Nigerian Governments’ water management policies have over the years centered on the activities of the River Basin Development Authorities (RBDAs) that embarked on massive irrigation projects, domestic water supply, improvement of navigation, hydroelectric power generation amongst several others. Despite some of the advantages of the River Basin Development Projects, the activities relating to this policy have negative consequences, more especially on the downstream communities of the affected areas. For instance, the policies have not been able to increase the proportion of irrigated agriculture areas that would make possible two, and sometimes three, cropping seasons in one year by reducing the country’s dependence on rain-fed agriculture. On this strength, the paper previews the strength and weaknesses of Nigeria’s water management policies. The study argues that the Nigerian Federal Government’s wrong grafting of foreign ideas into local realities was a major factor for the failures. Therefore, this paper is of the view that the unintended beneficiaries of the projects have tended to be multinational companies that engaged in design, construction, and maintenance of the dams and its reservoirs. The paper utilizes the theory of environmental degradation and socio-economic impact assessment model and calls for proper consideration and utilization of the two theories while coming up with new projects in future. 
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