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ABSTRACT

Nigeria's maritime domain has been identified as one of the new global hotspots for sea pirate activities ranking 2nd among countries with the highest incidence of attacks globally.  Nigeria and two other nations jointly accounted for about 67% of the global reports in the year 2017. Increasing incidence of attacks is thought to pose serious challenge to international shipping as well as other political, economic and safety challenges to the development of the nation. This study investigated the trend and characteristics of sea pirate attacks in Nigeria using data from the International Maritime Bureau (IMB) between 1995-2017.The data was analyzed using The Regression Model using the Ordinary Least Square and Binary Logistics methods. Findings of the study show an increasing trend of attacks while Nigeria’s national election circle appear to influence annual spikes in attacks. Other findings show pirates operating in Nigeria exhibiting a greater likelihood to attack vessel while steaming rather than at anchorage or berth. Tanker vessels are the most important targets of pirates while night attacks are equally the most prevalent, container vessels are 9 times more likely to be attacked at anchorage than tankers. The study made several useful suggestions aimed at guiding  policy for  mitigating attacks in the country.
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