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ABSTRACT

This study assessed the utilisation of prevention of mother-to-child transmission (PMTCT) of HIV services in Lokoja, Nigeria. The study was hinged some specific objectives which include ascertaining if HIV-Positive women are aware of the existence of PMTCT of HIV services in Lokoja, Finding out the factors that affects utilisation of PMTCT services by HIV-Positive women in hospitals in Lokoja, and determining if economic status affects access to PMTCT of HIV services in hospitals in Lokoja. The study relied on the health belief model of Rosenstock et al to explain the social phenomena studied; and adopted the cross sectional survey design with purposive sampling techniques via purposive sampling procedure to reach and elicit responses from 520 selected sample. Questionnaire and In-Depth Interview (IDI) were used as primary instrument of data collection. Data were analyzed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) software, while the qualitative data was content analyzed descriptively to support the quantitative aspects of the findings. the findings indicated that mother-to-child transmission of HIV was responsible for more than 90% of infection among children under the age of 15, 75.0% of the respondents were under 35 years old, and 79.0% were married, 44.1% had a complete knowledge of the transmission routes of HIV. The study therefore recommended, among others, that Government should join efforts with policy makers to make and implement policies that will focus on educating HIV-Positive women on the need to utilise prevention of MTCT of HIV services and the danger of not accessing the services, increase awareness about HIV/AIDS and the PMTCT programme using different channels and through churches as well as multiple channels of communication at grass roots levels is encouraged to provide wider access to information concerning PMTCT of HIV services.
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