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ABSTRACT

This study assessed the implications of urban development on Lagos lagoon through the inventorying of the static LULC pattern, assessment of the spatio-temporal changes for the period between 1984, 2000 and 2016 and investigation of the factors responsible for the observed changes. The study adopted Remote Sensing and social surveys techniques. The result of the LULC classification showed that the spatial extent of Lagos lagoon covered 392.42 km2 (32.2%) of the study area in 1984. In 2000 however, this area decreased by 1.2% (14.12 km2) giving rise to an area of 378.30 km2, while in 2016, a reduction of 0.6% (7.18 km2) left the spatial extent of the lagoon to 371.12 km2. The total area of lagoon loss in the last 32 years was therefore 1.7% (21.30 km2). Findings from this study also showed that occupation, nearness to place of work, affordable rent and social amenities were the major factors responsible for urban development around the lagoon in order of their importance respectively. The study recommends that people around the lagoon should be educated on the importance of the lagoon ecosystem so that management of this valuable resource can be made easier in the future and in the facet of sustainability.
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