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ABSTRACT

Heavy metals in soil have remained a persistent environmental problem that has not been completely addressed mostly in developing countries irrespective of the dangers it has on man and other biotic lives. Though, several studies have been carried out on the accumulation of metals in soils under different land use, little has been researched on newly and emerging cities. The study therefore employed multivariate statistical techniques to examine the pattern of heavy metal accumulation in soil of different land uses in Lagos being a well established city and Abeokuta being an emerging city in Southwestern Nigeria. Five surface (15cm) soil samples were randomly collected from each of the land uses and subjected to laboratory analysis using Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer (AAS) technique. The results obtained revealed that the heavy metal contents were higher in Lagos metroplis than in Abeokuta metropolis. The study identified anthropogenic and lithogenic factors as the principal sources of heavy metal pollution in the two locations. In spite of the varying quantities of metals in the studied soils, the pollution load index showed the absence of metal pollution concern. In order to effectively control the rate and extent of metal pollution, the market based approach to environmental management should be put in place by government in the two locations.
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