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ABSTRACT

This study examined the complimentary livelihood options adopted by market gardeners in Peri-urban Maradi, Niger Republic. Random sampling technique was used to select 47 market gardeners from 10 peri-urban market garden sites of the 3 communes of the city. The study found out that majority of the gardeners practiced breeding (76%). Out of this percentage, over 90% used organic manure in their activities. The garden site benefited from the livestock kept through organic manure, use of animal-drawn ploughs and transportation of inputs to the sites and products to city markets. On the other hand, the breeding of livestock enjoyed forage intake from the crops residues. Majority (78%) of the farmers combined forestry and gardening on a farmland. Those who were not combining forestry and gardening were on land rent. The most grown trees were moringa (Moringa oleifera) and mango (Mangifera indica) while the less cultivated were dates and mahogany. The different reasons for the economic activities in peri-urban Maradi were economy (for sale), family diet, inheritance, vocation and the future. The recommendations given included the extension of technical assistance and sensitization by non-governmental organization to the gardeners, and this study to be extended to other cities of Niger Republic and the Sahel zone in general.
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