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ABSTRACT

Natural pasture is the most important source of feeds for livestock managed under the pastoral system. There is increasing scarcity and inadequacy of pasture in all parts of Nigeria. Range condition has significantly changed, resulting in decline in the quality and quantity of available grasses. This has negative implications on productivity such as calving interval, milk yield and age at first calving. Despite the efforts by governments in promoting pasture production, its adoption by pastoralists and other stakeholders has been limited by inadequate security over land, low skills, high investment costs and failure of previous attempts. To ensure sustainable availability of pasture, there is the need for increased adoption of participatory range management, promotion of sedentarisation and more effective coordination of farmers and pastoralists relations.  Providing capacity building for all stakeholders as well as support for applied research will further enhance the deployment of needed skills and technology for efficient pasture production to meet the needs of the Nigerian livestock industry.
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