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ABSTRACT
Social policy represents different courses of action taken by government regarding the criteria of meeting up the basic and vital needs of different categories of people, with the main objective of bridging the gaps of social and economic inequities and inequalities in order to reduce social exclusion through the provisions of social welfare and social security services for sustainable human development in society. In Nigeria, the structural adjustment program (SAP) and policies of economic deregulation and liberalization have seriously compromised and denegrated the traditional social policy framework informed by the “institutional redistributive model” based on “egalitarianism” and “altruism” principles and substituted with the “residual model” based on the operatives of market forces as determined by the private sector which is governed by the principles of “corporatism” (control by a aclique of business oligarchy) and “profiteering” (derive for excessive profit). The consequences of this situation have made the ruling and privileged classes to benefit from the SAP and policies much more than the poor, underprivileged and vulnerable for whom the policies are of very little or no significance. Hence, the SAP and the policies are essentially “pro-rich” and “anti-poor”; for which reason their negative consequences aggravated harsh poverty, unemployment, under-employment, misemployment, illiteracy, ill health, and criminality of differtent forms and dimensions within the period of 1986 to the present. This paper argues that since the prime objectives of the SAP and policies of economic deregulation and liberalization are essentially built on “privatization” and “commercialization” of public utility sector based on “crude capitalism” in which the private sector only takes much more than it gives back to society; the possibility of building a sound foundation for an egalitarian social policy framework capable of articulating sustainable human development in Nigeria is very dicey. The methodology for this paper was anchored on the “false paradigm model” developed from “underdevelopment” and “dependency” theories; with the frameworks of “historical materialism” and “dialectical materialism” as the methods for the understanding, analysis and explanation of the impact of the SAP and policies of economic deregulation and liberalization on the existing Nigerian social policy framework, social welfare and social security services provision mechanisms and sustainability of human development. The major recommendation of this paper is that, government must re-visit the policies with the view to correcting their ills as to generally make them pro-people, especially the poor, underprivileged and vulnerable for the attainment of sustainable human development in Nigeria. 
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