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ABSTRACT

This study analyzed the farm and nonfarm activities of women in parts of Kano and Jigawa states with a view to establishing the variation in participation among female cooperative members and non cooperative members. Six settlements, three in Kano and Three in Jigawa were selected for the study. Dawakin Tofa, Dawanau and Marke in Kano while Furji, Aci Lafia and Gwiwa in Jigawa State were selected for the study. The target population was stratified into female  in cooperative society, females not in cooperative society Two hundred (200) female cooperative members were randomly selected from the list of members in each settlements and a total of 110 female non-cooperative members were selected through systematic sampling method after an initial enumeration of households. For data collection, structured questionnaire was administered to the samples selected.. The data collected was analyzed using means, percentages. These activities were categorized into four main ones, viz: farming, trading, government employment and craft.  The involvement of majority of women in nonfarm activities was largely attributed to inadequate land, capital and education significant differences were found in the income of females in cooperative society and females  not in cooperative society. This was attributed to the access of female cooperative members to government assisted loans and grants. Invaluable as these benefits are, women are still perceived as wives, mothers and dependents. However, if given the necessary encouragements, through improved access to production resources such as land, capital/credit, training and education, women’s capacities as nonfarm producers would be expanded and this will have a direct implication for changing the socio-economic status of women in the society.
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