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ABSTRACT

The study examined the socio-economic characteristics of cassava value chain actors in Ilesa West Local Government Area of Osun State. Simple random sampling technique was used to collect data from 200 respondents in four selected wards using a structured questionnaire. The data collected were mainly on socio-economic characteristics of cassava value chain actors and value added to cassava by cassava processors: Data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistics. Results show that majority of the respondents were married and their average age was found to be 49 years. Most of the respondents (76%, 70%, and 54%) of input dealers, producers and marketers respectively were males, while 80% of processors were females. Majorityof the input dealers (70%) and processors (62%) have family sizes ranging from 1 to 5 while the producers (62%) and 48% of the marketers have family sizes ranging from 6 to 10. Farmers with primary and secondary school education dominated cassava value chain actor’s activities in the study area. Also, the result shows that 64% of cassava processors transformed cassava into cassava flour (gari, fufu, lafun) while remaining 36% transformed cassava into, starch, animal feed, cassava bread and cassava chips. It was recommended that, cassava production could be improved and sustained through provision of soft loans
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