
Sokoto Journal of the Social Sciences Volume 13: Number 1, April, 2023   Print ISSN   1595-2738 
© Faculty of Social Sciences, Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto                                                           Online ISSN 2384-7654 
 

 1 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC DETERMINANTS OF THE UTILIZATION OF 
HEALTHCARE SERVICES IN THE WUSHISHI LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

AREA OF NIGER STATE, NIGERIA 
 

1Ishaq A. B. 2Mukhtar F. 1Odekunle M. O. 1Ahmed Y. 1Usman M. N. and 
1Waziri A. M. 

 
Department of Geography, Federal University of Technology, Minna, Niger State 

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Maiduguri, Borno State 
 

Corresponding Author’s email:  aishaq@futminna.edu.ng 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Abstract 
This study investigated the socioeconomic factors influencing the utilization of healthcare services in the 
Wushishi Local Government Area of Niger State. The study became necessary due to the decline of key health 
indicators in the State. Primary and secondary data were used to conduct the research. The primary data 
were collected through a questionnaire, while the secondary data were sourced from the Niger State 
Ministry of Health and National Population Commission. The results were analyzed using descriptive and 
inferential statistics, including frequency distribution, chi-square tests, and multinomial logistic regression. 
Purposive sampling, was used to administer 400 questionnaire copies to the respondents. The study revealed 
significant differences in educational attainment, income, and age of respondents in relation to their use of 
healthcare services between the four healthcare service providers as well as between the two study areas. 
The findings of the multinomial logistic regression analysis for the Sabon Gari ward indicated that income, 
occupation, educational attainment, and deciders and payers of treatment had significant impacts on the 
choice and utilization of healthcare services. In the case of the Maito ward, the results indicated the 
significance of occupation, age, income, number of children, and deciders and payers of treatment in 
influencing the choice and utilization of healthcare services. Several factors influence the choice and 
utilization of healthcare services within the study area. Therefore, state government should provide 
adequate health education campaigns for citizens, reduce the financial burden of medical treatment, 
empower young women to afford treatment costs, and ensure the accessibility of healthcare services to the 
people. 
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