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 ABSTRACT

Though tremendous progress has been recorded concerning women participation in politics due to serious international attention accorded gender equality and political empowerment, there is still great disparity between urban and rural areas concerning the level and intensity of women political participation. This research is a descriptive cross sectional survey which focused on collecting data using structured questionnaires. It runs from the year 2012.


 In this regard, the aim of the study, therefore, was to examine factors responsible for the seeming low level of political participation of women in the rural areas in Kebbi State. In achieving this, a descriptive cross sectional survey was employed to generate both primary and secondary data.  200 questionnaires were administered to randomely selected rural women in Birnin Kebbi Local Government. The study discovered that apart from the inhibiting factors such as money politics, thuggery and violence, lack of funds also hindered women from political participation. 
Keywords: Money politics, Political participation, Economic Status, Women participation and Rural areas.

INTRODUCTION

According to Agbaje (1998:16), political participation is described as the extent to which individual members of the society share or take part or get involved in the life of that society. In addition, he argued that the central notion of political participation is democracy, and the role or participation of citizens in the political process of a society. In modern societies, participation tends to take either of the following forms: aspect of empowerment, which provides the opportunities for women to: (a) the form of elections or selections when people seek to participate in societal affairs through elected or selected representatives, (b) the form of routine individual or group involve in day to day affairs of the society and through the shaping of public opinion in issues, events and personality of the day.

Women constitute over half of the world’s population and generally contribute in various ways to societal development (Agbalajobi, 2009:75). They, are in fact an indispensable segment in a nation’s development, hence no society can do without them. Yet, for some reasons, women have continued to be subordinated in the public affairs of most nations; they are negligible minority in the parliament of some countries. In this respect, Enemuo (1999) argued that women are under-represented in the institutions of governance in spite of the well known fact that they constitute almost half of the population of most nations. 

In spite of their population and crucial functions, the division of roles between the male and female sexes as prescribed by most cultures, assigns the subordinate position to women, as a result of which they have suffered various forms of discrimination, inequality, exclusion and violence (Anifowose, 2011:204). Such discrimination and inequality experienced by women could be in the form of using women only for the purpose of political campaigns after which they become neglected. 


The most significant aspect of women’s active involvement in politics, according to the Beijing Platform for Action (United Nations, 1995), is that political participation contributed to the redefining of political priorities, placing new questions on the political agenda and providing new perspective on main stream political issues. Accordingly, the platform (United Nations, 1995) affirmed that the participation of women in political parties is important because it provides a path to power and political decision-making. It also leads to participation in parliaments and other elected bodies, as well as nominations to positions in the cabinet or other political offices and the judiciary.

Similarly, Anifowose (2011:205-206) defined political participation as those voluntary activities such as holding public and party office, being a candidate for office, attending election campaigns, voting and exposing oneself to political stimuli. According to Verba-Nie and Kim (1978:46), political participation refers to those activities by private citizens that are more or less directly aimed at influencing the selection of governmental personnel and/or the activities they take which also involve acts aimed at influencing governmental decisions. Similarly, 

In the past decades in Western Europe, and since 1999 in Nigeria, women have been participating in politics through a wide range of activities. Some of the political activities they are involved in include casting of votes and contesting elections, participating in election campaigns, mobilization of voters, identification as  partisan supporters, convincing others on how to vote and work with political parties. Women also utilize various opportunities within the political system to participate informally in the political process (Omede, 2004:66).

Statement of the Problem

Nigeria is currently faced with the struggle for equal participation of all people in the political process of the country. Participation in politics is one aspect of democracy whereby men and women should have equal chances, and political equality cannot be achieved without considering the barriers on the way of women’s participation (Olojede, 1999). Accordingly, and as Ifamose (2000) says, there is need to distinguish the factors that determine the degree and level of participation of women from those of their male counterparts. Several factors tend to constrain women’s participation in politics in Nigeria.  


In Nigeria’s traditional societies, women held high political offices. For example, in traditional Yoruba States, women held high political offices like the Iyalode, Iyaloja, Iyalaje and even the office of the Oba. Similarly, it was also exemplified in the traditional Hausa states where Queen Amina of zazzau ruled both men and women (Olojede, 2009:3-7). What is clear is that during the pre-colonial period, women were not left out of the political decision-making process. But at the establishment of the colonial order, women became politically marginalized. 

During the post independence political process, from the First to the Fourth Republic, there is a conspicuous absence of women generally on the political scene, compared to men(Agbalojobi, 2010). Independent Nigeria offered women very little politically, much to the monopolistic advantage of the men. Despite the efforts made by the Nigerian women to register their presence, through increased political participation of the Fourth Republic, the efforts have yet to be achieved. This is exemplified with seats occupied by women from the First to Fourth Republic.  The political marginalization of women in Nigeria was well played out during the First Republic (1960-1966), when there were only two female legislators, Mrs.Wuraola Esan and Mrs. Bernice Kerry in the federal parliament, and two others, Mrs Margaret Ekpo and Mrs. Janet Muokelu in the Eastern House of Assembly, there was no female minister. During the Second Republic (1979-1983), there was one female senator out of 571, and 11 members of the House of Representatives out of 445. In the 19 states of the federation, there was no female representative in all the state Houses of Assembly, neither was there a female chairperson nor councilor at the Local government level (Agina-Ude, 2003:3).

During the 2003 elections in the country, out of the 7 female contestants from Akwa Ibom, Delta, Ekiti, Enugu, Kogi, Lagos and Osun States that contested for governorship seats, none of the contestants won the election (INEC, 2003).  Similarly, in 2007, out of the thirty six states, only 6 states had females as the deputy governors, Anambra, Imo, Lagos, Ogun, Plateau and Osun (INEC, 2007). Similarly when it comes to sharing of political bounties, women were given pittance. In fact, the visibility of women in the position of power and the level of participation in the political process is still inadequate and has become a subject of concerns. However, nowhere is this problem more clearly manifested than among the rural women. 


The poor financial situation of women is what exempts them in the political process of a country. Conversely, many male counterparts were more financially capable of contesting. The monetization of the political process during the 2007 elections hindered women from participating in politics or from contesting for an elective office in the major parties– PDP, APGA and APC, because  in Nigeria, politics is money and money is politics which many women do not possess to mobilize for elections. Because, women are not adequately empowered to be able to finance political aspirations they are denied the opportunities to pursue political positions (Olojede, 2009). Similarly, for a woman to be visible politically, she requires financial resources whether directly or indirectly from sponsors, which women so many at times lack. The political ladder cannot be climbed alone in the absence of political or financial mentors especially with little or no financial resources (Olojede, 2009).


Although the right to freedom from discrimination is explicitly articulated in the Chapter IV of the 1999 Constitution, there has been little effort to implement it. However, as a result of numerous interests shown by International communities and constitutional provisions affirming the equality of men and women in all spheres of life, public governance inclusive, very few women have participated in the management of Nigeria and even where and when women participated, there seems to be difference in the level of participation between urban and rural areas.


There is this impression that in Birnin Kebbi Local Government Area, women’s special interests remained unattended to in terms of political participation and voting during elections. The main problem facing female politicians in the area lies in the total gender inequality. There is a wide gap between the participation of women in party politics and governance and that of the male counterpart. One of the operating principles of any democratic political system is political equality, that is, equal rights and opportunity for people to share in their participation. But in Nigerian political context, there is low level of women participation in politics and in governance especially in the rural areas. 

The low participation in the rural areas may perhaps be because in most rural centers, women are found to be less in public positions at all strata of the society, and engage in activities other than political, these activities include; cloth weaving, knitting, pottery making, petty trading and selling of cow milk (nono) by the Fulani women. It is important to appreciate that progress has been recorded regarding women participation in politics. However, great disparity still exists between the level of participation of rural and urban dwellers. It is in the light of the above background that this study examines women participation in Nigerian politics with a specific focus on selected rural areas in Birnin Kebbi Local Government, Kebbi State (1999-2009). The question then is how does economic status influence women participation in politics in rural areas of Birnin Kebbi Local Government?

AIM AND OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
The general aim of this research is to examine factors influencing the participation of women in politics in rural areas of Birnin Kebbi Local Government. The specific objective is:

1.
To investigate the influence of economic status on women’s participation in politics.
METHODS
This research is a descriptive cross sectional survey which focused on collecting data using structured questionnaires. The study covers the period between 1999 and 2009 in Birnin Kebbi Local Government.  The 2006 Population Census, estimates the population of Birnin Kebbi Local Government as 268,420 out of which 132,535 were women (FRN: Official Gazette, 2006). Seven rural areas of the Birnin Kebbi Local Government were randomly selected and covered. These includes: Lagga, Kawara, Nufawa, Wuro Maliki, Danyeku, Ujariyo and Gawasu. 


The research adopted systematic sampling technique in the form of simple random sampling in order to select the settlements in which the questionnaires were distributed, since the questionnaires cannot be distributed in all the settlements in the rural areas of Birnin Kebbi. The local government being the capital of Kebbi State is divided into eight districts, each headed by a district head. The districts are: Ambursa, Birnin Kebbi, Gulumbe, Gwadangwaji, Kardi, Kola, Makera and Zauro. Since the study area is the rural women in Birnin Kebbi local government, the study focused on seven districts excluding Birnin Kebbi which by definition is considered as an urban area. For convenience, the researcher administered questionnaires in only one village in each district using simple random sampling. And a computer software was used to create random numbers based on the number of settlements in each district after all the settlements in each district was alphabetically arranged in order to select the sample areas. The settlements randomly selected were Ujariyo, Lagga, Kawara, Nufawa, Wuro Maliki, Danyeku, and Gawasu.  For instance, Ujariyo is from Ambursa district, Lagga is from Gulumbe district, Kawara is from Gwadangwaji district, Nufawa is from Kardi district, Wuro Maliki is from Kola district, Danyeku is from Makera district and Gawasu is from Zauro district. 


Systematic sampling technique was adopted, where the first 7th house was chosen in a random manner and the rest then follows a systematic order of every 7th house along a street in an area being studied. The 7th number was chosen from a list containing the number of households. In each district, questionnaires were distributed purposively to women in every 7th house; except in Nufawa district with the population of 569 women and 135 households, where every 4th house was chosen.

A household consisted of a person or a group of persons living together usually under the same building/compound, who share the same source of food and recognize themselves as a social unit with a head (FGN 2006 population and housing census). To arrive at the selection of women, women of reproductive age were chosen using purposive sampling which served as the element for the study. The 200 questionnaires were distributed in each settlement based on the percentage/ proportion of the population of women in each settlement to the population of the settlements selected.          


The questionnaire format was a four point likert scale (interval scale) questionnaire, where options were given to the respondents to find out the intensity of the agreement to the questions laid down in the questionnaire in order to answer the research questions. Also, values were added to the interval scale on Strongly Agree-SA (4), Agree-A (3), Disagree-D (2), and Strongly Disagree-SD (1). The questions that featured in the questionnaire were designed in a simple language with open ended and close ended characteristics, in order to get the data related to the variables affecting women’s participation in politics such as religion, economic status and level of education.

THE STUDY AREA
The location for this research was rural areas in Birnin Kebbi Local Government Area of Kebbi State. Birnin Kebbi is the capital of Kebbi State and is located in the North-Western part of Nigeria. Birnin Kebbi is largely inhabited by multiple ethnic groups, major among whom are Hausa, Fulani, and Zabarmawa. Islam is the dominant religion in the area.


Historically, the town is one of the oldest settlements in the State, believed to have been established by Kabawa ethnic group many centuries ago. Following the fall of “Surame” an earlier settlement established by Muhammadu Kanta and served as his headquarters, Birnin Kabbi by then had transformed into a principal town and major commercial centre, of the then Kabawa dynasty. The new State was somehow contained until the emergence of the 19th century Islamic Jihad movement led by the great Shehu Usmanu Danfodiyo. The Jihadist forces of Shehu Usmanu Danfodiyo launched a successful attack on Birnin Kebbi and then dominantly “Kabawa” was forced to migrate northwards to the present site of Argungu town, which later became their new headquarter. 


Consequently, Birnin Kebbi town was taken over by the Fulani, who already had established a jurisdiction at Gwandu for the control and protection of the conquered western territories, under the able leadership of Abdullahi Ibn Fodio. Shortly after the conquest of Birnin Kebbi, the headquarters of the Fulani command which was then at Gwandu moved to Ambursa, where it remained until the arrival of the British colonial masters. Following the establishment of the Emirates, the headquarters was once again relocated from Ambursa to Birnin Kebbi which has since then to the present day, remained the administrative headquarters and seat of Emirs of the Gwandu Emirate to date (Kebbi State Diary, 1993).

Results and Discussion

Out of the 200 questionnaires distributed 186 were returned and 14 were not returned by the respondents. Therefore, 186 questionnaires that were returned formed the basis for the number of respondents used for the study analysis.

Table.1: Number of questionnaires distributed to each district based on population of women and number of households
	District Name
	Number of Women
	Number of Households
	Number of Questionnaires Distributed

	Ujariyo
	250
	110
	16

	Lagga
	174
	79
	12

	Nufawa
	569
	135
	38

	Gawassu
	602
	285
	40

	Kawara
	252
	129
	18

	Wuro Maliki
	817
	379
	54

	Danyeku
	316
	157
	22

	Total
	2980
	1274
	200


Source: Field Survey June 2012
Table 2: Number of questionnaires returned and considered  for analysis.

	District Name
	Number of Questionnaires returned and considered

	Ujariyo
	15

	Lagga
	09

	Nufawa
	36

	Gawassu
	37

	Kawara
	17

	Wuro Maliki
	51

	Danyeku
	21

	Total
	186


Source: Field Survey June 2012.
Table 3: Age of the Respondents  and Participation

	%

Non Participation
	Frequency of Non

Participation
	% Participation


	Frequency of

Participation
	Age (yrs)

	15
	07
	23
	32
	18-27

	11
	05
	44
	62
	28-37

	74
	34
	20
	28
	38-47

	00
	00
	13
	18
	48-57

	00
	00
	00
	00
	58 and above

	100 (25%)
	46
	100 (75%)
	140
	Total


Source: Fieldwork, June 2012
The table above shows the age of the respondents for participation and non participation in politics. From the survey, it shows 75% of women had participated in politics, while only 25% have not participated. Thus if the above data are disaggregated according to age, it shows that  from the total population of women that participated in politics, majority of the respondents are between the ages of 18 and 47, only 13% of the  respondents are between the bracket age of 48 and 57, and none of the respondents are between 58 years and above. While from the total population of women that were not participating in politics, the survey shows that majority of the respondents were in the age bracket of 38-47, none of the respondents fall within the age bracket of 48 and above respectively.    


In this respect, therefore, the survey shows that majority of the respondents that participated in politics falls between the youthful ages of 18 to 47 years. This is the time when individuals are in their youthful years, and women of this age group are in the prime age of politics and are more energetic and more popular within the areas. Therefore having majority of the respondents in this age group will give a more realistic behavior of women in their energetic state. Also, the table clearly shows that women within this age range are active in democratic activities by attending party meetings, campaign activities, rally, voting, contacting public officials and spectacular activities such as wearing a button (party badge) or showing a sticker on personal effects. This is understandable since most of these respondents are at their youth age, and are energetic as such they show higher interest and involvement in political affairs because of the energetic capability within them. They participated in politics in order to meet up with the responsibilities from the little inducements they earn as a result of their active participation in politics. 

Table: 4: Monthly Earnings of the Respondents

	Earnings per month
	Frequency of

Participation
	 (%)

Participation
	Frequency of Non

Participation
	 (%)

Non Participation

	Below  N50,000
	140
	100
	46
	100

	N 50,000- N100,000
	00
	00
	00
	00

	N 100,000 and above
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Total
	140
	100(75%)
	46
	100(25%)


Source: Fieldwork June 2012
The table above shows the monthly income of the respondents. The income includes the monthly salary in respect of the civil servants, returns from business activities and transfer payments received from husbands and other relatives. All the above sources are termed to be income for the purpose of this analysis. Thus, if the above data are disaggregated according to income, the survey shows that both participating and non participating women earned an income of less than N50, 000. This situation may be related to their level of educational attainment, and the low income could be the reason why the number of respondents participating in politics increases. So in order to enable the participants meet their financial requirements, they participate in politics especially as voters, in order to have a kind of incentives normally given by the politicians such as money within an average N400, clothes, foodstuffs and other food items etc that induce and constitute the attraction of the voters. Since most of what the participating women earn as an income is not sufficient to meet up with their expenses, the little earnings from politics will go a long way. 

Analyzing the survey indicated that economic status of women have influence on their political participation in politics, therefore economic status is a good factor. This is supported by the works of Olojede (2009) which stated that the poor financial situation of women is what exempted them in the political process of a given nation. Also, Johnson (1998) argued that money became one of the requirements before a contestant can become an aspirant or flag bearer and any contestant that lacks it cannot meet up with the requirements. This is also supported by responses gathered from women not participating in politics (see also Tables 6) which show that money was the highest reason for their lack of interest in politics. This shows that lack of funds impede women participation from politics, because there is financial requirements within the political environment not only in Nigeria, but the whole political environment in the world requires funds in order to run political activities. 

Table: 5: Prominent Role Played by Respondents in Political Activities.

	Role Played
	Frequency of Participation
	(%) Participation

	Seeking for Political office
	06
	04

	Campaign
	39
	28

	Voting
	92
	66

	Others
	03
	02

	Total
	140
	100(75%)


Source: Fieldwork June 2012
The table above shows the prominent role played by the respondents. Of the 75% respondents that participated in politics, 66% were playing the role of voting during election, and only 04% were seeking for political offices. Thus if the above table is to be disaggregated according to prominent roles played by the respondents, the survey shows that majority of the respondents played the role of voting and campaigning during election, while there are less respondents seeking for political offices. This shows that voting and campaign are most common activities exercised by the women in the study area. Most women voting do not usually contest elective posts but limit their activities to voting during elections, although this may be related to their level of education and poor economic status. It could also be due to the incentives they get at the point of voting. 

Table 6 : Reasons for Lack of Interest in Political Activities  

	Reasons
	Frequency of Non Participation
	 (%) Non Participation

	Time
	15
	33

	Money
	18
	39

	Religion
	11
	24

	Others
	02
	04

	Total
	46
	100(25%)


Source: Fieldwork June 2012
The table above shows the responses of women that lack interest in political activities. From the 25% women that lacks interest, majority of the respondents were constrained financially and also lack time for political activities. Thus, if the above table is to be disaggregated according to lack of interest from the respondents, the survey shows that majority of the respondents believe that money is what is restricting them from developing interest from political participating. The survey shows that lack of money is the major constraints because any political activity such as campaign, rally, printing of posters, purchase of nomination forms etc cannot be efficiently carried out without money. This is collaborates with the works of Johnson (1998); and Olojede (2009) on financial expenses before one assume the leadership. 

CONCLUSION
There is a relationship between economic status and women’s participation in politics. This means that with majority of women participating in political activities such as attending election campaigns, rally, voting, wearing a button or showing a sticker on personal items, and minority in the number of women holding public and party office, being a candidate for office e.t.c shows that financial constraint of a woman is a strong mechanism for her political participation. Thus, it shows that economic means is the backbone for political participation, because economic status of an individual or the level of financial support a candidate has is what determines whether the candidate can contest or not. There is need for funds from both the side of contestants as well as on the side of the eligible voters as this help the eligible contestants and voters to meet up there financial requirements. Therefore women economic status influences their participation in politics.

RECOMMENDATIONS
a. Government should increase funding of the assisted programmes such as National Economic Empowerment Development Strategies (NEEDS), State Economic Empowerment Development Strategies (SEEDS), and Local Government Economic Empowerment Development Strategies (LEEDS), Women in Technical Education and Employment (WITED) and National Directorate for Employment (NDE) to increase employment opportunities and improve household income. 

b. Women have been at the background politically for years; this has engendered a consciousness of women under-representation in public life. The responses on the study show that women were relatively powerless politically, due to their absence from position of power and finance which has a great impact on politics. Women find it difficult to source money for politics since most of the women in terms of occupation are petty traders with very little income that cannot be converted into political activities. And as such, economic status of women is a serious hindrance for women’s participation in politics.  

Generally, Nigerian government can impose measures to ensure equal participation of both sexes in order to meet up with one of the operating principles of democratic political system. For instance government can stop the political parties from collecting so much money for nomination forms.
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